researches.
He states in his preface that in undertaking the work, he has had? "Four principal objects in view?viz., to take advantage of the growing belief of the day that there is a stage of phthisis in which the disease is as remediable as it is irremediable at a later period; to write a practical work in which may be faithfully represented the actual conditions of those cases when regarded in the great numbers in which they have been brought before his observation; to treat the subject, as far as possible, on the inductive method, and on the improved physiology and pathology of the day; and to give practical effect to numerous series of special inquiries, which have been made by him during the preceding seven years."
In his prolegomena, he gives a brief historical sketch of the views which have been entertained of phthisis from 
